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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 
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1. ^^A web access mechanism embedded in a device, 
comprising: 

web server that generates a device web page 
wherein the advice web page provides a set of user 
interface functions for the device; 

network interfkcfe that enables access to the 
device web page by a wab^owser such that a user of 
the web browser acces'fitesv1s s he user interface functions 
for the device through the cbevice web page. 
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2. The web access mechanism of \laim 1, wherein the 
web server receives an HTTP commandVia the network 
interface and then generates an HTML riJ_e that 
defines the device web page in response u© the HTTP 
command . 

3. The web access mechanism of claim 2, whereiK the 
HTTP command specifies a URL corresponding to the 
device . 



25 4. The web access mechanism of claim 3, wherein the 
HTML file contains a set of information pertaining to 
the device. 
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The web access mechanism of claim 3, wherein the 
HTML file contains a set of URLs that control a set 
of ^predetermined functions for the device wherein 
eacnv URL may point to a web page located internal to 
the device or a web page located external to the 
device , 
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6. The wels access mechanism of claim 3, wherein the 
HTML file corvtains a hyperlink to an external web 
page that specifies, additional information pertaining 
to the device. V ^- - 
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A device, ccmip^^sing: 

processor that generates a device web page 
15 wherein the device web ipage provides a set of user 

interface functions for ohe device and includes a set 
of information pertaining \p the device; 

memory for storing the elevice web page; 
input /output circuitry tn&t enables 
20 communication via a communication path such that a 
web browser accesses the device w^b page via the 
communication path . 

8. The device of claim 7, wherein th\ processor 
receives an HTTP command via the input/output 
25 circuitry and then generates an HTML file ^shat 

defines the device web page in response to tn^ HTTP 
command . 
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The device of claim 8, wherein the HTTP command 
specifies a URL corresponding to the device. 

10. Th& device of claim 8, wherein the HTML file 
contains \a set of URLs that control a set of 
predetermined functions for the device wherein each 
URL may poin\ to a web page located internal to the 
device or a w&b page located external to the device, 



10 11. The device claim 8, wherein the HTML file 

defines a set of g^avphical^ mechanisms for controlling 
a set of predetermii^^ functions for the device 



W 12. The device of claim 8, wherein the HTML file 

Q 15 contains a hyperlink to am external web page that 

m specifies additional information pertaining to the 

I;*! device. 



13. A user interface method f^>r a device, comprising 
20 the steps of: 

generating a device web pagA within the device 
wherein the device web page provides a set of user 
interface functions for the device ; 

providing access to the device wfeb page from a 
2 5 web browser external to the device sucnv that a user 
of the web browser accesses the user interface 
functions for the device through the device, web page 
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1\ . The method of claim 13, wherein the step of 
ger^erating a device web page includes the step of 
generating an HTML file that defines the device web 
page ii\ response to an HTTP command received from the 
5 web browser. 

15. The metVod of claim 14, wherein the HTTP command 
specifies a URL. corresponding to the device. 

10 16. The method claim 14, wherein the HTML file 
contains a set of ij^o rotated on pertaining to the 
device . 



17. The method of claim \4, wherein the HTML file 
15 contains a set of URLs thao. control a set of 

predetermined functions for Yhe device wherein each 
URL may point to a web page located internal to the 
device or a web page located exoernal to the device. 



20 18. The method of claim 14, whereiX the HTML file 
contains a hyperlink to an external v?teb page that 
specifies additional information pertarsjing to the 
device . 



25 19 . A user interface apparatus embedded in ^device, 
comprising : 
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means for generating a device web page within 
th^v device wherein the device web page provides a set 
of user interface functions for the device; 

means for providing access to the device. web 
page froth a web browser external to the device such 
that a uses of the web browser accesses the user 
interface functions for the device through the device 
web page . 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the means for 
generating a devica web p^ge includes means for 
generating an HTML fu&e>that defines the device web 
page in response to^p^spTTP command generated by the 
web browser. 

21. The apparatus of claiha 20, wherein the HTTP 
command specifies a URL corresponding to the device 



1*1 22. The apparatus of claim 20 A wherein the HTML file 

20 contains a set of information pertaining to the 
device. 



23. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the HTML file 
contains a set of URLs that control a s^t of 
25 predetermined functions for the device wH^rein each 
URL may point to a web page located internal to the 
device or a web page located external to the\device. 
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The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the HTML file 
conb^ins a hyperlink to an external web page that 
specit\es additional information pertaining to the 
device . 

25. A systeto, comprising: 
device having an embedded web server that 

generates a device web page wherein the device web 
page provides a set of user interface functions for 
10 the device and includes a set of information 

pertaining to the dev3^<\e,^^he device also having -a 
network interface tha£V)&hables access to the device 
web page via a communication network; 

web browser coupled t\ the communication network 
15 wherein a user of the web browser accesses the user 

interface functions for the d^ice through the device 
web page 

26. The system of claim 25, wherein the web server 
2 0 in the device receives an HTTP commafod via the 

communication network and the network ^interface and 
then generates an HTML file that defined the device 
web page in response to the HTTP command. 



25 27. The system of claim 26, wherein the HTTPN^ommand 
specifies a URL corresponding to the device. 
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The system of claim 26, wherein the HTML file 



contains a set of URLs that control a set of 
predetermined functions for the device such that the 
user o\ the web browser selects the URLs to control 
the predetermined functions of the device wherein 
each URL may point to a web page located internal to 
the device or a web page located external to the 
device . 





10 29. The system 

contains a hyper] 
elsewhere on tl 



26, wherein the HTML file 
to an-extemal web page located 
unication network that specifies 



additional information pertaining to the device 



15 30. The system of claim\25, wherein the 

communication network comprises a home -based 
communication network . 

31. The system of claim 25, wherein the 
20 communication network comprises a \. arge - o rgani z at i on 
communication network . 




32. The system of claim 25, wherein th€ 
communication network comprises the world \ide web of 
the Internet . 
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